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My na me is Trudi e, and I will be ent eri ng my t hird year of Engi neeri ng Sci ence maj ori ng in Robotics at the 

Uni versit y of Toront o. My pl ace ment was i n the Dat a Sci ence and Engi neeri ng Laborat ory at Ki ng Mongkut’s 

Uni versit y of Technol ogy Thonburi. I was pl aced on t he Smart Ho me for the El derl y project and was tasked t o work 

on t he ‘ Dat a Anal ytics’ module of the project. By t he end of my pl ace ment, I had compl eted literat ure revi ew on 

vari ous t opi cs, learned how t o appl y basi c machi ne learni ng model s in code, and wr ot e a literat ure revi ew paper on 

ther mal comf ort models that are built usi ng machi ne learni ng.  



Duri ng my pl ace ment, I travelled al most every week and visited vari ous regi ons i n Thailand: 

Chi ang Mai, Bangkok, Phuket, and Hua Hi n.  

In Chi ang Mai, I lived by the 

anci ent cit y walls and 

experienced fresh fruit 

s moot hi e stands wit h huge 

chunks of fruit. I also enjoyed 

crea my and fragrant northern 

st yl e curries at local 

restaurants and street food 

from vari ous ni ght mar kets.  

Our supervisors, Jon and Ni pon, t ook i nt erns on day tri ps t o pl aces li ke t he Er a wan falls and 

Ayutt haya. At t he Erawan falls, we all had fun hi king t hrough t he nati onal park and cooli ng 

down i n t he wat er while tryi ng t o avoi d t he fish that were biti ng and tickli ng our feet. In 

Ayutt haya, we saw el ephants i n person and t oured through t he re mai ns of the anci ent cit y i n t he 

Ayutt haya Hi st orical Park.  

 

 



I also spent a weekend i n Phuket, where I joi ned tours 

to visit vari ous islands such as Khao Phi ng Kan and 

Banana beach. I also kayaked t hrough caves, and 

snorkel ed and s wa m i n the sea. We were taken on a 

kayaki ng t our t hrough Phang Nga Bay, where we 

experienced bats and birds resti ng on t he cave ceiling. 

A spont aneous decisi on also led us t o j umpi ng off our 

kayak t o experience the war m wat er i n t he bay. One 

of my favourite me mori es from Phuket was peeri ng 

int o the wat er and seei ng so many for ms of life and 

col ourful fish s wi mmi ng through t he coral.  

 

 

On anot her weekend, I went t o Hua Hi n wit h a 

fell ow i nt ern. We enj oyed t he beach and cal m 

s mall-t own vi be, whi ch was much needed after 

the bustle of Bangkok. I loved wal ki ng t hrough 

the soft sand and s wi mmi ng at Hua Hi n beach, 

even t hough it was cl oudy and rai ny duri ng our 

vi sit to t he beach. On our short tri p, we also 

went t o Khao Taki ab t o experience the Khao 

Taki ab beach and t o see the sunset from t he 

hillt op te mpl e. We also lived ri ght above t he 

Hua Hi n Ni ght Mar ket, where we bought 

mangost een t o enj oy on the rooft op of our stay. 

We even found a stall maki ng fresh coconut 

mi l k and deci ded t o buy some t o make our very 

own mango sticky rice! On our way from Hua 

Hi n t o Bangkok, we hopped on t he trai n and enj oyed t he vi ews of t he Thai countrysi de while 

savouri ng our mangost een.   



 

As a foodi e, I enj oyed havi ng delici ous food and 

dri nks at a surprisi ngl y affordabl e cost. As t he weeks 

wi nded down t o my fi nal days, I’ve found my 

favourite stalls and dishes. By far, my favourite drink 

was fresh coconut. I’ m proud t o say t hat I’ve had over 

16 coconuts (of bot h t he toasted and non-t oasted 

variet y), and t hat it will be one of t he foods I mi ss 

most from Thailand. Some of my favourite items are 

salted egg som t a m (papaya sal ad), strawberry yogurt, 

bua l oi, tom kha gai, tom yum, fresh river prawn, 

guay j ub, and gui chai t od.  

 

 

 



So me of my favourite places i n t he Bangkok 

area were the Grand Palace, Chi nat own 

( Yaowarat Road), Chat uchak mar ket, 

Lu mphi ni park, and vari ous ni ght mar kets 

( Luan Di ab and Mar ket 61).  

 

I also tried a few places from t he Mi cheli n Gui de in Bangkok: Khao To m Pla Ki mpo, Guay Jub 

Mr. Joe, Bhan Phadt hai, Guay Jub Ouan Pochana,  Nai Mong Hoi Thod, and Pa Tong Go Savoey. 

My favourite was t he guay j ub and crispy pork from Guay Jub Mr. Joe. While I roa med t he 

streets for delici ous food,  I reall y enj oyed wal ki ng through t he street of Bangkok and expl ori ng 

templ es, street food stalls, and wi ndi ng narrow alleys t hat cross over canals. I loved my 

experience i n Bangkok and I’ll defi nitel y mi ss living here!  


